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Buddhist Art as the Khmer Castles in Surin Province:
The Value and Importance
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Abstract

The purpose of this academic article is to present the Buddhist art that appears
in Surin province, including meaning and importance, by studying the data from
historical documents and archaeological evidence, as results from the historical and
archaeological evidences. When Buddhism was spread into the Suvarnabhumi region
during the 3" century AD, there was a devotee and dedication to create art related to
Buddhism as the offering. This art is called "Buddhist art". Among all the important
civilizations in this world, "Khmer civilization (Khmer), ancient which grew during the
12-18 century, is one of the most important civilizations in Southeast Asia, which forms
of Khmer architecture or Lopburi architecture that can be divided into 3 types: (1)
Devalai or temple (temple); (2) Dhammasala, accommodation for travelers or houses
with lights; (3) Arogayasala (Chapel of the hospital). In the part of Surin province
located in the northeast of Thailand is a province with a large number of Khmer castles
both Khmer castles belonging to Brahmanism and Khmer castles, which belonging to
the Mahayana sect of Vajrayana Buddhism, as shown by Buddhist art through
architecture and various idol sculptures. From this evidence, it is an indication that in
the Surin province used to have the Mahayana Buddhism flourishing and influencing
the way of life of Surin people for a long time. Although Buddhist Mahayana sect in
Surin province at present has deteriorated, but historical evidences and beliefs still exist
today.

Keywords: Buddhist Art, Khmer Castle, Surin province
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